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Over 40 items 
in our Buffet including 
hot & cold choices 

I Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner *12.50 
1 Fully Licensed ■ Open 7 days 


Port Colborne's museum serves up a 
taste of the Christmas holidays from 
yesteryear 
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Basement 
becomes Bethlehem Frank Ruzyckii 


A Niagara church has recreated the 
Nativity scene — in real life 
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Mr. Claus docks in Port Colborne 
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Li PORT C0LB0RNE HISTORICAL AND MARINE MUSEUM 


Holiday season ushered in with old-fashioned charm 






Tickets & Gift Certificates W^VFirstOntario 

m die- tpie-at all kmuuL Is performing arts centre 


MU FirstOntarioPAC.ca 
□ □ Box Office: 905-688-0722 


jpL St. Catharines 
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LOCALNEWS 


□ PARADE 


The Clauses proceed through mild Port Colborne 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

Special to Postnmedia Network 
A gentle December night 
encouraged thousands of 
people to line Port Colborne 
streets for an annual evening 
Santa Claus parade. 

“I haven't seen so many 
children in years,” said Vance 
Badawey, former Port Col- 

Parliament for Niagara Cen- 


we turned onto Steele Street, 
I thought I would run out of 
candy," he said of his walk 
along the downtown route. 

More than 50 lit units filled 
out the parade, some sign¬ 
ing up in the final days as a 
stretch of mild weather con¬ 
tinued. 

school bands, club and sports 
floats, business entries, fire 


all highlighted by Mrs. Claus 
introducing the featured 
guest, Santa Claus. 

The Port Colborne parade is 
the longest-running nighttime 
Santa parade in Niagara. Pre¬ 
vious ones turned into endur¬ 
ance marches in the cold. 

Saturday, however, brought 
cheering children eager to 

candy during the almost two- 
hour event. 



The Lakeshore High School Gator, pictured here, Blue Bear, Leprechaun, Minion and Sparky the 
Dog are some of the mascots that marched in the Port Colborne Santa Claus Parade. 



Mrs. Claus rides in her her own sleigh for the first time in the Port Coborne Sanata Claus 
Parade Saturday night. 



Santa rides his sleigh into Port Colborne. 


CHRISTMAS DECOR • GIFTWARE • FRESH GREENS • AND MORE! 



There is nothing better than a Fresh Premium 

Christmas Tree 


Premium #1 Fraser Fir, Balsam Fir & Scots Pine 


Premium #1 
Christmas Trees 


Elegant Porch 
Pots 


Fresh Greens, 
Cedar Garland, 
Live Wreaths, 
Birch Logs 



and Gift Store 

Premium Product, 
Great Service, 
Fair Prices... Always! 


www.paulsgardencentre.com | OPEN DAILY: 9AM - 8PM MON-SUN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 103 Shaw Street, Welland (corner of Prince Charles) 905-732-5123 
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I’VE BEEN THINKING 

Jesus is the light of the world 


PASTOR MICHAEL MELEG 

Faith & St. Peter’s Lutheran Churches, Dunnville and Port 
Colborne 



elation to the gentiles” (Luke 2:32), the one 
who gives the knowledge of salvation to all 
believers. He bursts into our world to rescue 
us from the clutches of sin, death and the 



When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about 
Baptism and salvation and the Holy Spirit, 
and about Himself, He said, “He who believes 
in Him is not condemned; but he who does 



declare to you, that God is light and in Him 
is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
feUowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we 



Shipwrecks-Taifun 



GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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NIAGARA REGION 


Twelve new hires approved for EMS 




MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 56 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 



EMUTj 


Get breaking news as it happens. 

www.inportnews.ca 















































ZJRIDGESTOflE 


Official Tire of the NHL' 


BRIDGESTONE 
VISA® PREPAID CARD* 

BY MAIL" WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 

BLIZZAK WINTER TIRES 


WE CARRYTIRES & BATTERIES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS! 

Ban the Tithe 



LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ 
InPort News 
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DEVELOPMENT: Role to help move projects forward 


Region to hire planning expediter 




IE VISIT 


OVER 4,000 ITEMS IN STOCKTO CHOOSE FROM. 

DON'T FORGET... 

WE CAN PERSONALIZE ANY 
ORNAMENT FOR YOU 

Sunday -Tuesday 10-6 4 

Wednesday - Saturday 10-8 £ 

34 Queen Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake ... "VqJ 

905 - 468-4500 m 1 

Visit our website for At 1 

money saving coupons 

www.justchristmas.ca 
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■ NIAGARA REGION: 28 temporary positions made permanent 

Social assistance staffing changes approved 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

Postmedia Network 

Twenty-eight temporary workers who 
help tackle Niagara's heavy Ontario Works 
caseload will soon have permanent jobs with 
Niagara Region. 

Council approved transitioning the posi¬ 
tions, as well as hiring one data analyst, dur¬ 
ing budget deliberations last Thursday. 

The changes came as the result of a recent 
third-party review of the social assistance and 
employment opportunities (SAEOj division. 

It was West Lincoln Mayor Doug Joy¬ 
ner who led the charge to see staffing levels 
increased in accordance with staff recom- 

He made the pitch to see five new posi- 


job developer, two case managers and one 

Councillors ultimately opted to move for¬ 
ward with only one new hire — the posi¬ 
tion Joyner felt "imperative" to track changes 
within the system. 

Niagara's OW caseload, which as of July sat 
at 11,421, has increased 53 per cent since the 
2008 recession. 

Joyner stressed that keeping the 28 staff 
members on board is necessary to combat 
those rising numbeis. 

Staffing has increased minimally in com¬ 
parison to the significant increase in cases, 

Twenty-five of those 28 positions, which 
are co-funded by the province, are union- 


The Canadian Union of Public Employees 
1287 collective agreement requires that after 
two years, which each of the 28 has passed, 
temporary positions are to be made perma¬ 
nent or deleted. 



council to move forward with the staffing 
review last summer 


The 28 temporary positions had previ¬ 
ously been funded through reserves. Making 
the roles permanent means a levy impact of 
$952,363 in the 2016 budget 

The 2016 regional budget was approved 
Thursday night with no increase to taxpay- 

Even with indusionofthe28 permanent 
workers, Niagara's social assistance divi¬ 
sion still remains the ‘leanest department in 
Ontario,” Joyner said. 

“Niagara would actually need to add 100 
full-time employees over and above the 28 
yet to support improved case management 
and make a meaningful impact in growing 
caseloads,” he told his fellow councillors. 

While the division is efficientiy run with 
the resources it has, “there is a cost to being 
one of the leanest Ontario Works delivery 
agents,” he said 

During the review process, consultation 
took place with community partners and 
clients, who indicated inappropriate refer¬ 
rals were sometimes made or not done in a 






See JYSK.ca for one of 
our 53 locations or shop 

#JYSKBEDBATHH0ME online anytime! 


WJYSK ca SHOP ONLINE • PICK-UP IN-STORE 
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GETTHE LATEST BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 


Stop in at the corner of King and Main 
For ALL your insurance needs 
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■ CLIMATE: A green Christmas may be on the horizon 


Forecast signs point to warmer winter 


In its seasonal prediction, The Weather 
Network says a reliably mild December so 
far seems to have legs, as Niagara residents 
get a break after a couple of hard winters. 

“It's going to be tough to have a white 
Christmas this yearf’ saidDaynaVettese, a 
meteorologist for the network, last week 
“It’s going to be very mild for the next cou¬ 
ple of weeks.” 

and be saying ‘will winter ever come?’” 
Vettese said. “It’s certainly going to be a 
very mild month ... for people who still 
have to put up the Christmas lights of have 
lots of shopping to do, the weather will be 
in your favour.” 

By January, a more typical winter pat¬ 
tern is expected for these parts, with typi¬ 
cal snow and some cold patches. 

"But we're not expecting the frigid, 
deep-freezes of the last two winters," 
Vettese said. 

The network’s chief meteorologist, Chris 
Scott, has also said as El Nino strengthens, 
it will bring above normal temperatures to 
southern Canada in the early winter 

But Scott cautions that the unique char¬ 
acteristics of El Nino mean a "potential 
for more sustained winter conditions” in 
Central and Eastern Canada in the second 


half of the season. 

The Weather Network says Canada’s 
warmest temperatures relative to normal 
will be found from British Columbia to 
northern Ontario, while southern Ontario 
to Adandc Canada should see tempera¬ 
tures average out closer to normal. 

Milder temperatures generally mean 
most storms should bring a variety of pre¬ 
cipitation types, resulting in less snowfall 
compared to last winter. 

Environment Canada senior climatogist 
Dave Phillips said pretty much all models 
are showing an El Nino-driven, milder- 
than normal winter. 

“Book your tee-times, and not times 
to wax your skis,” he said, referring to the 
mild weather "dress rehearsal" this week 
for the way the rest of the season is likely 

“Everyone is going to be either all right 
about this or all wrong,” added Phil¬ 
lips. “Europeans, the Americans, private 
weather services, the government services 
are all saying the same thing — a super-El- 
Nino cometh and it will be milder than 
normal.” 

He said what makes the forecast more 
reliable is the stability of this kind of El 
Nino that produces especially warm 
waters in the tropical Pacific, with consist¬ 
ent weather patterns that result 

“It has a lot of memory and lingering 
effects — the atmosphere doesn't change 
overnight,” Phillips said. 


But he wouldn’t predict a 
green Christmas for Niagara, 
noting daily weather can be 
unpredictable, even during a 
long-term seasonal trend. 

“You could have the snowi¬ 
est Christmas on record, but it 
doesn’t mean the milder win¬ 
ter (forecast) would l 


less winter-like,” said Phil¬ 
lips, noting that’s especially 
so compared to the last two 

“Most people in Eastern 
Canada still have memories 
of two of the toughest back-to- 
back winters,” he said. “And I 
think we already know about 


theft 


ime through 

a very warm fall." 

- with files from Canadian Press 


LAST YEAR’S FORECAST B00-B00 


Environment Canada didn't get it quite 
right in its last winter forecast, as it 
predicted a near-normal winter. 

"We were wrong, really because of 
February," said senior climatologist 
Dave Phillips. “December was actually 
warmer than normal... and then 
winter broke out in January and never 
stopped." 

Philips said a predicted weak El Nino 


“Last year, it didn't get going, there 
wasn't a coupling between the oceans 
and the atmosphere," he said. 

"We ended up with a lot of polar air," 
he said, adding Eastern Canada was 
one of the only areas in the world that 
experienced that colder-than normal 



gome-thity to 

1 - 





ONEFOUNDATION 

for Niagara Health System 

Celebration o| 

LIGHTS 

•s4 p’ ‘ ^ ~§ >4 ‘ 

This holiday season, honour the people you 
care about by giving the gift of good health. 


With a gift totaling $50 or more, your name & 
the person you wish to honour or memorialize 
will be printed in the 3 daily newspapers on 
one of the following days: 

December 23,2015 or January 16,2016 

REVIEW ®heStani>ari> 

THE TRIBUNE 


Proceeds toward the purchase of 
Vital Signs Monitors 

used in patient care across 
Niagara Health System Sites. 


horizon 


Donate at www.OneFoundationforNHS.com 
or call 905-323-FUND(3863) 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ PETS: Found in Short Hills, the Amazing Maizy soon to be adopted 


Starved dog making full recovery 
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IMMIGRATION 

Refugees 
expected to arrive 
in Niagara soon 



reception centres. 

However, because Hamilton could be 
accepting more than 1,200 refugees, the 
city’s resources will be strained. 

Niagara, Burch said, is in a position to 
ease the pressure. 

“We’ve already been talking to our 
counterparts in Hamilton to co-ordinate 
closely with them,” said Burch. 

The Niagara Refugee Assistance Com¬ 
mittee, which includes the Folks Arts cen¬ 
tre, local faith groups, the YMCA, along 
with other agencies and governments, 
has been working to identify and mobi- 



been so strong, that the assistance com¬ 
mittee is focusing on gathering cash 
donations and new housing leads. They 
are also looking for volunteers to assist 
the setdement effort. 

People looking for more information 

generalenquiries@folk-arts.ca. Dona¬ 
tions can be made by going to gofund. 
me/syrianassist. 

The assistance committee is also using 
the social media hashtag #NiagaraWel- 


grant.lafleche@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @grantrants 


333 Davis Street 

(on the corner-next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne 

mm Phone: 905-834-4541 

3I1EKIV “Lumber merchants 

TIMBER MART since 1810” 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk 


BLOW-OUT 
VANITY SALE 

(over 20 in stock 24 w Id 36^ 



SAVE 
UP TO 


50 % 



LAMINATE FLOORING SALE 

Highland and Chateau Oak $1.29/sq. ft. 
FREE UNDERPAD 


TAXLESS TUESDAY - DEC. 15 th 

(We pay the HST on all in stock, 
reg. priced items, cash & carry) 

Every third Tuesday of the month 



EARN MONEY FOR 
YOUR ORGANIZATION! 

Fundraise with the Tribune and National Post by selling subscriptions to 



It’s Easy. We give you a great rate, 
order forms and help you get started. 


For every 1 year t £ f 
subscription you sell, 
you will receive 


subscriptions 

$ 1000 


Great for Sports Teams, 

Schools, Girl Guides & Your Organization! 

A great way to offset your organizations' expenses such as team 
uniforms, tournament fees, hotels, transportation, equipment and 
much, much more! 

For more information: 

Karin Vanderzee, 905-684-7251 ext 581165 • Karin.Vanderzee@sunmedia.ca 

NATTONAIfPOST '"'TRIBUNE 



GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 
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Pineapple 

Slices 


r OVER ^ 
HALF OFF! 


— your saveoneverything store 

200 Fitch Street Welland 


Join'll E 0 

•S'* WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, F 


3 97 

A well beat 

anyone!*^ 

1 w 

. SAVE UP TO $2 ; 

Reg. 

ad match guarantei^^g* 
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□ CHARITY 


Moustache Mania exceeds goal 




GLASSES 

AND 

CONTACTS 

l/fit the harden 


DiT ANDREWTAYLOR, MD 


BOOK NOW! 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

See Now, $rt fi% 
Pay Later! Xhest 


FREE Preliminary Eye Exam 

Until December 31st, 2015 + $100 OFF 

mmtmmmmhuvum 

To SEE il you are a candidate for Lasik Surgery 


www.lnPortNews.ca 



Canadian Tire Corporation has meant many things to many Canadians over the years. Canadian Tire has been operating in Port Colborne for many years now. The new ownership 
of Canadian Tire Port Colborne would like to know what Port Colborne residents think about the Port Colborne store or offer any suggestions or ideas on what we can do to 
improve our service or presence in the community and surrounding area. This could include comments on pricing, stock, merchandising or any aspect of our operations. And if 
there is something that we are doing right, please lets us know that too! 




o the Customer Service desk. 
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Holiday gift ideas with taste 

TIFFANY MAYER 



Brent & Jenny's 153 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 


GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 



gum. 



























ICE HOCKEY 

U18 WOMEN’S WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

CANADA 

St. Catharines 
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DONATION: $500,000 gift 


BM0 bucks for university 
business building 


CELEBRAflNG 
20 YEARS 
OF GIVING MORE 
FOR LESS. 




food 

Kasic& 




Tickets on Sale Now 

ickeyCanada.ca/2016Niagara 
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ALICE iN 

wonderland 


Major funding for Alice in Wonderland was 
provided by Michele Darling and Michael Eagen 


Mrs Warren's Professi 


A Woman of No Importance 
Sweeney Todd 

The Demon Barber of Fleet Street 
A Musical Thriller 


"Master Harold" ...and the Boys 
The Adventures of the Black 
Girl in Her Search for God 


Engaged 

The Dance of Death 


,. 2 : 
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LOCAL 


■ NATIVITY: Live babies featured in the manger 



Church basement 
becomes Bethlehem 


LOOK IN THURSDAY'S PAPER FOR YOUR M&M FLYER! 



SHARE SAVOUR CELEBRATE 
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LOCALNEWS 



Dual abacus scorers 
Stur dyip eaStalig^^^^B 
Kon|tanMtlK|uJlAEH^^^B 
Dimensions: 

Seven-foot table si^^^^^D 


FAMILY 


k\%\ %\ %\ %\ Vv %\ v %\ \\ %\ %\ %\ j 
0 FAMILY RECREATION CENTRE 
t SUGGESTS.... 

5 PLAY TOGETHER. !! 


STAY TOGETHER 


=_ Windchill 


By Brunswick 


Jtutlian • Comes with 

DARTBOARD E"" 1 


bnt&itain in Style! 

RAM BAR 


litiuHAmck Alleulm 

POOL TABLE 


fenunMirich 

mu 3.o 


TABLE 

TENNIS 

s 599 


s 2275 


mihj t 



■ FILM 


Scares keep coming for 
Niagara actress Sellan 
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Plus, collect 30X when you pay with 
your Options® MasterCard® 



287 West Side Rd, Port Colborne, 905-835-1155 
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■ MUSIC 


Ryan Swayze explores creative freedom in Far From Normal Vol. 2 


GREG FURMINGER 

Postmedia Network 

The 2010 Niagara Music 
Awards 2010 People’s Choice 
Award winner has released a 

he says is more art than song. 

“To me, this is a music 
experiment I’ve taken away 
from mainstream pop,” says 
26-year old Wellander Ryan 
Swayze. 

“I wanted to write some¬ 
thing that was more than just 
'Hey baby, hey baby, hey.’” 

Swayze calls Far From Nor¬ 
mal Vol. 2 — he’s working on 




RYAN SWAYZE 
ONLINE 

RyanSwayzeMusic.com 
Twitter: @ryanswayze 
Facevook.com/ 
RyanSwayzeMusic 


ist, adding he had been told 
in the past by music industry 
officials to downplay his sex- 


“I would be more happy 
making my own music the 
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■ MUSIC: Jazz singer performing in Welland 



STEVE WEBSUR / SPECIAL TO POSTMEDIA NETWORK 


Singer Emilie Claire-Barlow brings her jazzy jukebox to Dr. J.M. Ennis Auditorium at 
Centennial Secondary School In Welland this Saturday. 


Emilie-Claire Barlow’s 
clear eyes, full heart 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 

When she performs them live in 
Welland Saturday, Emilie-Claire Bar- 
low's new music might sound chirpy and 
upbeat, especially bundled with Christ- 

But writing them was less than jolly. 

Clear Day, the Toronto jazz singer’s 
11th album, is a product of heartbreak 
and upheaval. With her marriage coming 
to an end, Barlow poured her pain and 
uncertainty into a new batch of songs 
with titles such as I Don't Know Where I 
Stand and Underpressure. 

“The album is really made from a point 
of reflection,” said Barlow, who plays the 
Dr. J.M. Ennis Auditorium at Welland 
Centennial Secondary School. “I was 
reflecting on the previous four years. I 
had been through some real personal 
challenges — the breakdown of a rela¬ 
tionship and the carnage that leaves 
behind.” 

“But then there is a lot of joy as well. 
The excitement of the unknown, and the 
discovery of new places. It’s a bit of an 
emotional roller-coaster on this album, 
which I lived.” 

The wide canvas required a big sound, 
which is why Barlow brought in the 
70-piece Metropole Orkest to record 
it. It gives her reinterpretation of songs 
by Coldplay and Pat Metheny an epic 

It's not just blues singers who benefit 
from pain, Barlow said. Every artist can 
use it to push themselves. 

“It doesn’t matter what genre of music,” 
she said. “Real life experiences... experi¬ 
ences that make you grow and evolve as a 
person are always going to lead to a more 
complete musical expression." 

“As you live more life and go through 
more trying experiences — and joyful 


WHO: Emilie-Claire Barlow 
WHERE: Dr. J.M. Ennis Auditorium, 240 
ThoroldRd.W„ Welland 
WHEN: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

TICKETS: $26. Phone 905-788-1648 


experiences as well — it only brings a 
deeper element to the music.” 

The daughter of jazz drummer Brian 
Barlow and studio singer Judy Tate, the 
young Barlow battled stage fright while 
giving musical theatre a whirl. In Grade 
12 she put together her own jazz quartet 
just as Holly Cole hit the scene. 

Her course was set. 

“She was a big influence for me in 
high school," she said. “She and her trio 
— Aaron Davis and David Piltch — they 
had a really cool thing going on, some¬ 
thing nobody else was doing." 

“That was really a jumping-off point 
for me in high school, listening to her 
and appreciating what she was doing 
with these songs." 

More than anything, Barlow took after 
Cole’s ability to bend the Great Ameri¬ 
can Songbook to her whims. Jazz purists 
sniped, but she saw an exciting way to 
sing old, and some new, songs. 

Her hunch was right. 

“ Vanity Fair just did a piece on up- 
and-coming young jazz musicians,” she 
said. “People who are really doing inter¬ 
esting things. Gretchen Parlato, Robert 
Glasper ... there's a really exciting crop 
of new jazz musicians, and this crop is 
really open to not being pigeonholed into 
a certain type of music.” 

"The jazz purist thing I feel is disap¬ 
pearing. I feel people are more open to 
genre-crossing types of music.” 



BUSINESSES ON THE ISLAND 


ARE OPEN AND EAGERTO 
SERVE DESPITE BRIDGE 
CONSTRUCTION 

GREAT FOOD & GIFT 
IDEAS 


Follow 

Melanby 

Avenue 


PORT C01B0RNE WAINFtEET 

CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 
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BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 
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■ MUSIC 


Steven Tyler brings country show to Fallsview in March 




Look no further to get professional resyjm 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and I 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE estin^ 

"Don't settle on part time service" 


-^restaurant 


SM7 I 
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■ ART SHOW 


Artists share visual dialogue in UnSend 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 
The contradiction both¬ 
ered artist Ivana Blanco Gross 
for years. Despite technology 
making it so easy, it seemed 
artists were communicating 
with each other less and less. 

No dialogue. No discus¬ 
sions. No movement. 



standing” with another artist 
who went to the beach while 
she stayed indoors working at 
a studio. She flippantly said 

he did. And kept on doing. It 
started a “silly correspond¬ 
ence” with him by mail, and 
earlier this year an idea struck 



way! No'bourKlaries orbor- 


ders, just a visual dialogue 
between artists. 

Called UnSend, the first 

Spain with 350 works.^Gross 
had "no idea what the public 
would think.” 

Observing the crowd, she 
saw different sections gravi¬ 
tate to different areas of the 
patchwork. Then they would 




WHAT: UnSend Niagara 
WHERE: Niagara Artists 
Centre; 354 St. Paul Street; 


WHEN: Friday opening, 7 
p.m. 


iCloud,” she says, “because 
we have created a virtual dia- 
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LOCALNEWS 


The Clark Family 
$20,000 
United Way 
New Donor Match 



Make a first time personal or 
business donation to United Way 
South Niagara in any amount and 
the Clark Family will match it! 


1 in 3 people will use a United Way funded 
program. Please give generously! 


Send your donation to United Way South Niagara at: 
800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 
www.unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
905.735.0490 


Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 




WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


COUNJRYM gf§ 


□ THEATRE 



Aidan Tye, left, as Peter rehearses a scene with Gray Powell (Captain Hook) for 
Yellow Door Theatre Project's new production of Peter Pan. It opens Dec. 15 at the 
FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre. 


PAC hooks a new Peter Pan 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 

Director Molly Atkinson knows the 
trend by now. 

First, kids are thrilled to get cast in the 
show. Then they panic about all the work 
Then they pull it all together in time for 
opening night. She expects no different 
for Peter Part, opening Tuesday, Dec. 15, 
at FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre. 

"I love watching them grab onto a 
challenge and get through it," she says. 
"There's these rough patches where they 
go, ‘This is too hard,’ and you sort of say, 
'You can do it, I believe in you, just break 
it down step by step.’ Three weeks later, 
all of a sudden they're doing it." 

Kids and Atkinson seem to gravitate to 
each other. Two years ago she directed 
Oliver! for Linus Hand Productions in 
Niagara Falls, returning last year for The 
Wizard ofOz. Both shows had a huge 
ensemble of students from Hand’s acting 
academy. 

For Peter Pan, the first show by new 
Niagara company Yellow Door Theatre 
Project, the young cast had to first audi¬ 
tion and earn their way into the show. 
Once in, they found themselves working 
with Shaw Festival performers Jacqueline 
Thair and Gray Powell, who is also Atkin¬ 
son’s husband. 

Powell will play Captain Hook, while 
Thair stars as Mary Darling. 

The show will also bring back Niagara 
actress Jenna Warriner, who recently 
starred in the one-woman show Girl's 
End in Toronto. 

Children in the cast include Aidan Tye 
as Peter, Morgan Hilliker as Wendy, Jor¬ 
dan Hilliker as John, Holden Power as 
Michael and Peter Fratangelo as Tootles. 

This isn’tthe Disney Peter Pan, and not 


WHAT: Peter Pan 

WHERE: FirstOntario Performing Arts 
Centre, 250 St. Paul St., St. Catharines 
WHEN: Dec. 15 to 20 
TICKETS: $29 www.firstontariopac.ca 


quite the J.M. Barrie original, says Atkin¬ 
son. It's a new version by Canadian com¬ 
poser Robert Ursan, which debuted ear¬ 
lier this year at Regina’s Do It With Class 
Young People's Theatre, from where Yel¬ 
low Door artistic director Andorlie Hill- 


Among the differences in this version? 
Kids won't have to deal with the appar¬ 
ent death of Tinkerbell. 

"In the original script, you have to 
get the audience to clap to say they 
still believe in fairies so that Tinkerbell 
doesn’t die,” says Atkinson. “In this ver¬ 
sion, Tinkerbell is a great friend of Peter, 
but she’s a real softie faerie. 

“It’s more fun. It's fast moving, which is 
always great if you’re bringing kids to the 
theatre at seven o'clock at night." 


saw this year's production of Peter and 
the Starcatcher at the Shaw Festival, the 
acclaimed prequel to Peter Pan that 
relied on imagination more than lavish 
props and sets. 


"Anything can be anything," she says. 
“Huge imagination and creativity. That's 
sort of the area we’re playing in with this 
one. It's not just straight-up, we're trying 
to find a different and interesting way to 
tell the story. 

“It's almost like if you got trapped in 
your grandmother’s attic for the day, and 
you and your friends put on a story.” 


john.law@sunmedia.ca 
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PORT COLBORNE AREA 
CARRIER ROUTES 
AVAILABLE 


NO COLLECTING! 

Call 905-732-2414 
ext 389 or 272 

Tribune routes: Mon-Sat 
or In-Port Thurs Only 

BERKLEY, WELLINGTON 
AMELIA, MELLANBY, CANAL BANK 
RAMEY AVE, CHURCH ST 
BORDEN, OMER 
BARRICK & STEELE ST 
EXT 503389 OR EXT 503272 
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Make a first time personal or 
business donation to United Way 
South Niagara in any amount and 
the Clark Family will match it! 

1 in 3 people will use a United Way funded 
program. Please give generously! 

Send your donation to United Way South Niagara at: 
800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 
www.unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
905.735.0490 


Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 

ff^THE TRIBUNE ^ 
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